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BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU DREAM ©

ACT ONE – SCENE ONE

The Time: Modern day Presidential Primary Season 

The Place: An auditorium

The Scene:  A small podium at stage right.  Center stage, three news anchors  each stand behind a microphone.

KEVIN

Enters and addresses the audience
If you’ve been watching the news reports, you know we are in yet another election cycle here in the United States.  It’s becoming hard to tell when one cycle ends and the next one begins.  But that’s a different issue. Tonight, I intend to bring you up to date on the twists and turns that have led my brother, General Jack Quartermaine, to the brink of what I imagine will be a disastrous decision.   See for yourself...

THREE NEWS ANCHORS SING!!

WE’RE REPORTERS ON THE MOVE

AND WE’VE GOT A LOT TO SAY

KNOWING YOU’LL APPROVE
OF THE EVENTS OF TODAY

TORPEDO KILLS 19

MISFORTUNE IS OUR FORTUNE

WELCOME TO BREAKING NEWS

ANCHORMAN ONE

Steps forward and speaks into his microphone. When finished, he steps back into line with the others

Presidential candidate, Governor William Doolytle says if elected he will increase troop levels in Bleakistan.  “Let’s blow ‘em off the face of the earth,” the Governor said “It’s what the American people want.”  

KEVIN

Addressing the audience

The latest Gallop Poll found 85% of Americans do want the war to end, but is annihilation the approach they have in mind?

THREE NEWS ANCHORS SING!!

NO BEDROOM IS SECURE

WE ARE ALWAYS ON THE PROWL

UNDERSTANDING THE ALLURE
GUARANTEED TO MAKE YOU HOWL
SCANDAL’S OUR BEST FRIEND
THE WHOLE WORLD LOVES A RUMOR

HERE COMES THE BREAKING NEWS


ANCHORWOMAN ONE

Steps forward and speaks into his microphone. When finished, she steps back into line with the others

Senator Devon Crook, Governor Doolytle’s vice presidential running mate, was indicted for campaign finance fraud.  Earlier this year, Crook denied the rumored affair with Washington insider Brenda Buckley.  

KEVIN

           Speaking to the audience
An indictment!  That ought to end Willy Doolytle’s presidential hopes, I thought. And it might have but I failed to take into consideration my own brother, Jack.

THREE NEWS ANCHORS SING!!

BREAKING NEWS
WE’LL BE YOUR MUSE

ANCHORMAN TWO

Steps forward and speaks into his microphone. When finished, she steps back into line with the others

Retired 4 Star General, Jack Quartermaine, addressing a huge audience on a college campus said that Governor Doolytle and the President are out of touch with the situation in Bleakistan and need to take steps to end this pointless war. 

KEVIN

Who could have guessed?  Jack became an instant rock star with throngs begging him to run for president.  And what about our book collaboration?  That will be history.

THREE NEWS ANCHORS SING!!

TOP STORY OF THE DAY

ALERT THE BLOGOSPHERE

OUR SPONSOR’S GONNA PAY

NOW THAT WE HAVE YOUR EAR

RATINGS DRIVE US HOME
IT ALL BOILS DOWN TO NUMBERS

WE ARE THE BREAKING NEWS

KEVIN

It is rumored that Governor Doolytle asked General Jack Quartermaine to be his running mate.  Imagine...two candidates diametrically opposed on almost every issue running together on one ticket.  Apparently Doolytle wants to forge a coalition of those for and those against the war.

Kevin takes his hand held microphone and joins the others

KEVIN AND THE THREE NEWS ANCHORS 

BREAKING NEWS
IT’S A BIG RUSE

At the end of the song, the singers bow and all but Kevin leave the stage.  Kevin addresses the audience as a table, a chair and a small sofa are arranged for Scene 2.

ACT ONE, SCENE TWO

Time: A short time later.
Place: Jack and Elizabeth’s summerhouse on Baldhead Island

Action:  Kevin’s address bridges the two scenes.

KEVIN

I don’t know who Jack thinks he’s fooling, maybe Elizabeth.  Definitely himself!  He’s become obsessed with the idea of ending not just this war, but all wars!  Of course, no one could disagree with the idea of it.  It’s just not practical or...or...

Elizabeth enters carrying a potted Corn Plant about a foot high. 
 She sets it down on the table and interrupts Kevin.

ELIZABETH

Kevin, what do you think of my new plant?  The man at the nursery said it could withstand a lot of neglect.

KEVIN

Turns to look at Elizabeth and the plant.
Ah, a Dracaena Fragrans.

He walks over to inspect the plant.

Make sure you don’t over water it.

ELIZABETH

Dracaena what?  The man said it was a corn plant.

KEVIN

It is.

Sighs with exasperation and moves over to sit on the couch.

But why are we talking about plants when...

ELIZABETH

Follows Kevin and sits on the arm of the couch where she begins to think out loud.

I know.  I know.  I can hardly get used it...you know, being married to the president.

KEVIN

Trying to bring the focus to his own issues

I think you mean being married to the Vice President, but the real issue here is the book.  We’re well into the research and...

ELIZABETH

Ignoring Kevin’s remarks

Hmmm, I suppose.  But don’t most vice presidents eventually run for president?  There are definitely positives and negatives here. 

KEVIN

I can see the negatives.  The book gets put on hold.  Willy Doolytle makes an ass of Jack as soon as the election is over and sends him off to ...to ...to someplace like Darfur.  

ELIZABETH

On the other hand, we would meet a lot of interesting people and maybe travel to world capitals and...

KEVIN

To the audience with exasperation

Obviously she’s not paying attention to a word I say.


         ELIZABETH

           Seeing Jack enter

Jack, all done with your report?

JACK

Hugs Elizabeth

All done, sweetness.

He sits in a chair on the other side of the couch so he can address both of them.

ELIZABETH

Heads for the bar

Let me get you a drink, Jack.

JACK

No, not right now...
           Jack holds up a lengthy report
Right now we need to talk about this.

KEVIN

Stands as if to leave
I take it that’s my cue to make a graceful exit.

JACK

No, Kevin.  This involves you too.  Sit down.  Both of you.

 ELIZABETH

You’re going to do it, aren’t you?  You know, half the time I think 
             Pleased and amazed
‘How could this be happening to me?’ and half the time I think, 

            With horrified disbelief

‘How could this be happening to me?’

JACK

You mean because we have to postpone our trip?

ELIZABETH

Well, yes, but I also think....

JACK

Interrupts
I’ve thought about that.  
           He holds up one finger
One, we weren’t planning to leave for Europe for two years..

ELIZABETH

Yes, right after Kathy and Bob’s wedding.  But there’s other...

JACK

Cuts her off
Right, so...
           He holds up two fingers
so, two, we’re only delaying our trip for two years and...

ELIZABETH

True, but sometimes it feels like I’ve been waiting half a lifetime.  I mean, we were finally going to get some time together.  And I don’t know if you’re...

JACK

We’ll be together.  It’s a... 

KEVIN

You’re talkin’ about riding a whirlwind here.  You know that don’t you?

JACK

I know...I know.  But I also know that if Doolytle doesn’t win the election, the fighting will go on for years. 

KEVIN

My God!  Now he’s playing Hamlet!

JACK

Hey, someone’s got to save the world.

Jack speaks seriously while Elizabeth holds up her fingers to emphasize his talking points to show that she is used to him talking on and on. 

But I’m not a hopeless dreamer, you know.  Look, I’ve thought this out.  I’ve just completed a detailed, 700 page plan.  
           Jack slaps his report for emphasis

Step one is to end the fighting.  I have a plan for that.  Step two is putting together a consensus about the uses of the military.  This would involve the top military generals, the Secretary of Defense and...

 ELIZABETH

Interrupts
But Jack, what makes you so sure that Governor Doolytle, if he does become president, will actually end the war? 

KEVIN

Exactly!

JACK

The Governor assured me personally.  Actually, so did Brenda Buckley.  She...

ELIZABETH

Interrupts

Brenda Buckley?  From what I hear she’s too busy having affairs to analyze war policy.

JACK

Remember her father was a great president in his day and she is Governor Doolytle’s political advisor.

KEVIN

Sarcastically
I suspect she’s a bit more than that.

ELIZABETH

You know what I think?  I think you are terrified of retirement. That’s it! You were calm and cool the time your regiment was surrounded, but you’re nervous and nettled at the prospect of facing civilian life.

JACK

Defensive because it is true

Elizabeth!  That’s ridiculous!  I’m looking forward to traveling Europe as much as you are, but I’m not going to pass up this chance. I’ve spent my whole career fighting wars and now I finally have an opportunity to end one, peacefully.

And it’s only four years!  Promise!

KEVIN

I know it must be tempting but really what do you know about politics?  I don’t see Doolytle actually ending the war and if he doesn’t what could you do about it?  At least with the book we’d have a chance to influence the agenda. 

JACK

Come on Kev.  No offense but if my choices are to be the Vice President of the United States or...to write a book with my brother, what do you think I’m goin to choose?  
           He points to a window
And who are those people wandering around outside?

KEVIN

Reporters.  I suppose they’re waiting to hang on your every word.

JACK

Good.  They should be on their toes.

KEVIN

So, you’re going to ride the wind.

JACK

That’s exactly what I’m going to do.  

JACK SINGS RIDE THE WIND

Pensively

YOU’D THINK BY NOW I’D KNOW MY WAY

AFTER ALL THAT I’VE BEEN THROUGH

I’M A MAN OF DEEP CONVICTION

A STALWART SEEKER OF THE TRUTH

I’M GONNA RIDE THE WIND

TAKE IT AS FAR AS I CAN

LET IT LEAD ME WHERE IT WILL

AND I’LL BE A BETTER MAN

With more conviction
IT’S FATE THAT DRAWS ME TO THIS PLACE

WHERE POWER AND HUNGER SLEEP SIDE BY SIDE

THERE’S FEAR AND PRIDE IN THIS RACE

BUT NOW IT’S TIME TO HOLD ON FOR THE RIDE

KEVIN AND ELIZABETH SING

HE’S GONNA RIDE THE WIND

TAKE IT AS FAR AS HE CAN

LET IT LEAD HIM WHERE IT WILL

AND HE’LL BE A BETTER MAN

JACK SINGS

Forcefully
FEAR OF PRIDE AND REGRET

ALL OF WHICH HAS NOW COME TRUE

I’VE GOT TO KEEP MYVISION CLEAR

SO I CAN DO WHAT I MUST DO

I’M GONNA RIDE THE WIND 

TAKE IT AS FAR AS I CAN

LET IT LEAD ME WHERE IT WILL
AND I’LL BE A BETTER MAN

JACK, ELIZABETH AND KEVIN SING

WE’RE GONNA RIDE THE WIND

TAKE IT AS FAR AS WE CAN

LET IT LEAD US WHERE IT WILL

JACK SINGS

AND I’LL BE A BETTER MAN

I’LL BE A BETTER MAN, MAKE ME A BETTER MAN

I’LL BE A BETTER MAN

The stage goes dark for a moment and when the lights come on, 
Kevin addresses the audience.

KEVIN

Addresses the audience with his usual sarcastic tone
Obviously our returning war hero convinced his ever-patient wife, that becoming part of the Kleptocracy would be a good idea.  

He starts to leave the stage but stops and turns back to the audience.
Kleptocracy?  Oh, well, that’s my take on our form of government.  Take from the poor and give to the rich.   That doesn’t mean I’m not going to support him.  The book may take a little longer than expected but...Who knows?  (Pause) It won’t hurt to gain an insider’s point of view.  That’s always good for sales.

ACT ONE – SCENE THREE

Time: The following week

Place: Jack and Elizabeth’s house on Bald Head Island

Elizabeth enters and begins to check the room’s readiness for the party.  Her cell rings.  She continues to straighten pillows, position objects as she talks. 

ELIZABETH

Hello. (Pause.) Oh, Princess Alexandra.  Are you on your way?  Wonderful, I’m anxious for you to meet Kevin.  He...

The doorbell rings.

Oh, there’s someone at the door.  I’ll see you soon.  

She puts her phone down and speaks to herself

This had better be the caterers.  
           She opens the door
Kevin!  Where...where’s Jack?  

KEVIN

Enters carrying lots of packages
He’s not here?

ELIZABETH

Jack’s late.  The caterers are late but I was just speaking with Princess Alexandra and she’s dying to meet you.

KEVIN

Impressed and surprised

Princess Alexandra from Denmark?

ELIZABETH

You sound surprised. Now that your brother is going to be the vice president a whole new world of marital opportunities opens up.

KEVIN

But never the right one.

ELIZABETH

What?

KEVIN

Looks for a distraction and walks over to the corn plant, which is much larger 

I’m impressed.  Your Corn Plant looks very healthy.  And, it’s grown if I’m not mistaken.

ELIZABETH

Oh that!  It’s a new one. Somehow I killed the first one, but don’t tell Jack.  He thinks I have a green thumb.

Jack bursts through the door wearing an obnoxious tie and a business suit.  

JACK

What a day! I thought I’d never get here.  

ELIZABETH

Jack, where did you find that tie?

JACK

Fingering the tie and obviously coming up with a story .

Oh, uh... I think...I think my mother sent it to me.  Do you like it?

KEVIN

Trying to cover for Jack

Yes, indeedy.  Mom sent me a very similar one.

ELIZABETH

But I notice that you aren’t wearing yours.

Kevin looks pleased that Elizabeth approves of his tie

JACK

Obviously trying to change the subject

How’s the book coming?

KEVIN

Don’t ask!  (pause)  That tie does look pretty awful.
JACK

Jack’s cell phone rings.  

Kevin and Elizabeth examine the packages Kevin brought. 

Jack here.  (Pause).  I see... I see.  When did this happen?  I’ll get back to you.

He hangs up his cell.   He is visibly upset and distracted

I’ve got to get back to Washington.

.

ELIZABETH

You can’t leave now Jack!  Princess Alexandra will be here any minute.

JACK

Taken aback
Princess Alexandra is coming here tonight?

ELIZABETH

Of course, why wouldn’t she come here?  

KEVIN

Teasingly

She’s apparently dying to meet me.

JACK

Well, this can’t wait.  I’ve got to deal with it right away.

ELIZABETH

Deal with what?  Did the stock market crash? Are we being invaded by aliens? Doesn’t the governor know we’re having a party here tonight?

KEVIN

Anything you can tell us?

JACK

Angry and exasperated

Doolytle announced - to the press - that when he’s elected he’ll increase the troop levels in Bleakistan by 50%.  Yesterday, he swore to me that he intended to pull the troops out.   



ELIZABETH

Maybe he meant he will add troops before pulling them out.

MAID

From off stage.

Mrs. Quartermaine, can you come to the kitchen please?

ELIZABETH

Panicky
You two will excuse me while I dash off to the kitchen to whip up something delightful for the 50 or so guests who will soon be wondering why their host isn’t here to greet them.

Leaves for the kitchen but not before she hears Kevin’s barb.

KEVIN

Ah, the caterers must have arrived giving Elizabeth the opportunity to display her domestic side.

Then a loud crashing noise is heard off stage. 

Elizabeth enters visibly shaken

JACK

Elizabeth, are you OK?

ELIZABETH
Jack! I ..I just heard on the TV that you refused to run as Doolytle’s Vice President.  Why didn’t you tell me?

KEVIN

To the audience
My God, he’s finally come to his senses!

JACK

Why didn’t I.... Where did you find any real news on TV?

KEVIN

We could pick up on the book collaboration.  You could take that trip to Europe that Elizabeth...

JACK

I did not refuse him!  I accepted.  He said he wanted me on the ticket. I accepted his offer.  How many ways do I have to say it?

ELIZABETH

But I just heard it on TV.  They said Doolytle wants someone more in line with his thinking on the war.  Now how could they say that on TV if it isn’t true?

JACK

Elizabeth,  at least half of what you hear on TV is NOT true.

KEVIN

And the other half is lies. 

JACK

But, I’m afraid this might be true. 

MAID

From offstage.

Mrs. Quartermaine, we need you in the kitchen again.

ELIZABETH

With frustration

Coming.  Is it too late to cancel this party?

KEVIN

I’m going to get my laptop and we can Google this.

Kevin leaves the stage. The doorbell rings

ELIZABETH

On her way to the kitchen
I’ll bet that’s Princess Alexandra!  Would you get the door dear.

JACK

Opens the door relieved to see Brenda Buckley, President Doolytle’s political advisor.
Brenda!  It’s about time. Maybe you can tell me what’s going on. 

In a commanding tone that he softens at the end.

Sweetheart, get Brenda a cup of coffee will you?

ELIZABETH

Comes in from the kitchen

That’s me, the Diva of Domesticity.  One cup of coffee coming right up.  Hello Brenda. 

BRENDA

Thank you Elizabeth but you can hold up on that coffee, for me. 

Waits for Elizabeth to get fully into the room

 But I would like a glass of water.  

Brenda leans toward Jack

 That’s a very interesting tie you have on Jack.

Elizabeth rolls her eyes at Brenda’s compliment and walks over to a water pitcher and pours a glass of water. 

JACK

Ignores Brenda’s remark 

Is it true that Governor Doolytle has no intention of ending the war?

BRENDA

Cautiously

What did you hear?

ELIZABETH

Carrying Brenda’s water, moves toward Jack and Brenda.

I heard that Jack is not going to be the vice president.

JACK

I heard that Doolytle gave a press conference and announced that he is not going to pull the troops out of Bleakistan.  He’s going to add more.

BRENDA

Accepts her glass of water and sips.

I wonder if it’s too early for a wee scotch on the rocks?

JACK

Scotch on the rocks coming right up. Honey, is the bar set up yet?

ELIZABETH

At the risk of taxing my domestic skills, I’ll check and see. 

BRENDA

Oh Elizabeth you are a doll.

ELIZABETH

Using a phony southern accent as she heads toward the wet bar.

That’s just what everybody around here says. 

Elizabeth starts to mix Brenda’s drink.

You wanted that on the rocks right?

BRENDA

Yes, please.  

JACK

All right!  Call me politically naive but damn it Brenda, the man promised me and you assured me that...

BRENDA

Interrupts before he goes any further about her role in convincing him

What you just saw on TV is a man that has been working non-stop for the past three years.  Governor Doolytle is exhausted.  He’s momentarily forgotten everything he learned from Horny Harry about Twist and Spin.

ELIZABETH

Horny Harry?

JACK

To Elizabeth
The speaker of the House.

BRENDA

Harry wrote the book, The Fine Art of Political Twist and Spin.

ELIZABETH

Is he the senator that looks like a pedophile?

JACK

The Fine Art of Political Spin?

BRENDA

Twist and Spin.  I can give you a crash course.  

ELIZABETH

Sweetie, it sounds like bait and switch to me, and that reminds me, I’ve got to check on progress in the kitchen. 

Elizabeth leaves the stage

JACK

I’m willing to try anything that is ethical, legal and puts an end to this war.

BRENDA

Sits next to Jack

Well Jack, you’re just going to have to trust me on this one.

BRENDA SINGS TWIST AND SPIN

Transition

WHEN YOU’RE DOWN AND FEELING LOW

NOT QUITE SURE WHO’S FRIEND OR FOE

A MOURNFUL LOOK BEGINS TO SHOW

YOUR UNHAPPINESS

Brenda removes her jacket revealing a low cut blouse that shows lots of cleavage and Jack’s eyes pop out.

JUST REMEMBER THIS MY FRIEND

THE MEANS CAN BE JUSTIFIED IN THE END

Brenda stands up and pull Jack, who is stunned into compliance, 
to stand next to her.


IT’S OK IF THE TRUTH MUST BEND

WHEN YOU’RE RIGHTEOUS
AND YOU’RE RIGHTEOUS
JUST AND TRUE

As she sings the verse, Brenda begins a very sexy, twisty dance that both fascinates and astounds Jack.
Verse 1
THE STORIES THAT YOU READ IN THE HISTORY BOOKS

ARE NOT AS GENUINE AS THEY LOOK

THE PEN WILL CONQUER THE SWORD EVERY TIME

THE FACTS CAN BE TWISTED AND THAT’S FOR SURE

ALSO KNOWN AS A POLITICIAN’S CURE

FOR FIXING LITTLE PROBLEMS MOST PEOPLE CALL LIES

Chorus


Brenda attempts to show Jack the dance step as she sings the chorus but he is a little awkward. 


TWIST AND SPIN

GUARANTEED TO WIN

DON’T LET THE MEDIA TYPES 

GET UNDER YOUR SKIN

NEVER GIVE IN

BRUSH ASIDE THE SIN

ALWAYS LEAVE THE ROOM

WITH A BIG FAT GRIN
TWIST AND SPIN


Verse 2
 

SPIN DOCTORS, LOBBY GROUPS AND P.R. TRAITS

TOOLS OF THE TRADE FOR THE HEAVYWEIGHTS

WORKING TOGETHER TO PROMOTE YOUR POINT OF VIEW

PROPAGANDA, DOUBLESPEAK AND PARTY LINES

USEFUL DEVICES THAT ARE DESIGNED

TO KEEP YOUR OPPONENT IN CHECK AND AWAY FROM YOU.


Chorus

Jack is catching on and as they dance together now he is freer and enjoying himself.
TWIST AND SPIN

GUARANTEED TO WIN

DON’T LET THE MEDIA TYPES 

GET UNDER YOUR SKIN

NEVER GIVE IN

BRUSH ASIDE THE SIN

ALWAYS LEAVE THE ROOM

WITH A BIG FAT GRIN
TWIST AND SPIN

TWIST AND SPIN

GUARANTEED TO WIN

DON’T LET THE MEDIA TYPES 

GET UNDER YOUR SKIN

NEVER GIVE IN

BRUSH ASIDE THE SIN

ALWAYS LEAVE THE ROOM

WITH A BIG FAT GRIN
TWIST AND SPIN

As the song ends, Brenda falls back into Jack’s arms and they both laugh.  At that moment, Elizabeth comes back into the room.

ELIZABETH

Not happy with hands on hips
And I was right.  It was bait and switch. 

Jack moves away from Brenda.  He looks pretty uncomfortable.  Brenda repairs her makeup. The doorbell rings.

ELIZABETH

That has got to be Princess Alexandra.

JACK

Eagerly

I’ll get it. 

Jack rushes for the door and the stage goes dark for a couple of minutes and when the lights go back on, only Kevin remains on stage.   There are several glasses and mostly empty party plates on the tables and soon a maid comes in to clear away the mess.

KEVIN

Seated in a comfortable chair and holds a glass in one hand.

As soon as the party ended, Jack left for Washington where he will presumably use his new-found skills in double speak to place ending the war back on the agenda. But look what he’s up against.  

Stands up, sets the glass down and imitates the president.

A master of Twist and Spin, the Governor will point out that we are engaged in the struggle between Good, that’s us, and Evil, that’s them.  That’s what this war is about, he’ll say to Jack. 

Tries to find pour another drink but the bottle is empty. Kevin’s speech becomes more and more agitated.

And then I’m sure he’ll ask Jack, rhetorically, if he really wants Evil to win out over Good because that’s what will happen, he’ll say, if we end the war and pull out. And how will Jack respond?  If he tries to twist and spin I think he’ll end up in trouble. He’s not 

used to it.  If he answers honestly...if he tells Doolytle that Good and Evil are not the issue here, well...

Visibly calming himself.

Obviously I’m a little steamed up about this.  

Takes a deep breath and turns gossipy

Let me see here, you’re probably wondering about Princess Alexandra.  Did she really want to meet me?  Apparently she did.  Is she really as beautiful as they say?  I can assure you that she is.  Is romance right around the corner?  I wouldn’t count on it.  Let’s just say that the Princess invited me to join her in Switzerland for some skiing and I saw no reason to turn down the invitation.

ACT ONE– SCENE FOUR

The Time: The following day

The Place: Jack & Elizabeth’s home on Baldhead Island

It is late evening.  Elizabeth wears a robe and slippers and is reading.  Jack, also wearing a robe and slippers has his feet up watching TV.  The phone rings. 

JACK

Answers his cell phone.  He becomes more and more agitated as the conversation proceeds.

Jack  Uh... What?  I don’t...Yeah...yes.  Of course, of course.  Well, is he all right or...? Yes.  Right away.

Jack closes his cell and appears stunned. 

ELIZABETH

Looks up from her reading 

What is it?

JACK

I don’t...It’s ...it’s Governor Doolytle. He’s...they want me to go to the hospital.

ELIZABETH

The hospital?

JACK

There’s something the matter.  There’s something wrong with him.

ELIZABETH

Sarcastically

Well, we knew that.

JACK

Obviously shaken
No, no...It’s ...it’s serious.  I may have to....I...

ELIZABETH

Stands up
You may have to what?

JACK

They want to talk to me about the nomination.  I think they want me to run for president.

Elizabeth and Jack look at one another in stunned silence as the stage goes dark.

ACT ONE– SCENE FIVE

Time: June – Several weeks later

Place: Washington DC Hotel
Scene: Jack & Elizabeth’s hotel room, the hallway and a reception room for a fund raising event.

JACK

Wearing a white shirt in need of cufflinks.  He approaches Elizabeth who is already dressed and adjusting her hair.

These aren’t the cuff links I’m supposed to wear are they?

ELIZABETH

Looks at the cuff links

Yes, those are the ones I set out on your dresser.  And did you get the tie?  Oh, here it is.

JACK

Inserts his cuff links

You’re looking very elegant this evening.

ELIZABETH

Dressed in the highest fashion she pirouettes 

You look very handsome and presidential yourself.  

JACK

Begins to put on his tie
I have to look good ‘cause I’m escorting the most beautiful woman in Washington.

ELIZABETH

Sits on a chair while he struggles with his tie.
Tonight reminds me of the Homecoming Dance. Remember that? I was so nervous.  

JACK

Frustrated with the tie
You were nervous?  I didn’t know how to dance. 

ELIZABETH

Goes to him and helps him with the tie.
I know, in some ways you were such a nerd.

JACK

Ouch!  I always thought of myself as more focused on the serious things in life.  

           Straightens his cuffs and pulls Elizabeth close
 I was terrified that I’d step on your feet, or that the inconvenient bulge in my pants would be discovered while we were dancing. Is that what a nerd is?

ELIZABETH

Kisses him lightly and gently pushes him away.
Yes, but you were a very handsome nerd.   Weren’t we silly then?

JACK

Then?  You’re right about the similarities.  My knees were shaking from the time I drove up to that palace you lived in and ....

ELIZABETH

I didn’t live in a palace..

JACK

Well, mansion, then.  Anyway, my knees were shaking then and they’re shaking now.  Should the prospective leader of the Free World be shakin’ in his boots?

ELIZABETH

Holds out his suit jacket for him.
Oh, for heaven’s sake, Jack.  I mean, you led troops in a bloody battle against insurgents without losing even one man.  You rescued a family from a burning house while you were under fire.  How can a simple fund raising event cause your knees to shake?

JACK

Kisses her on the forehead then brushes imaginary lint from his shoulders.
The house wasn’t on fire, precious, but I do love the way you always make me out to be a hero.  

JACK SINGS

FIRST TIME I SAW YOU

YOUR IMAGE BURNED INTO MY SOUL

WHEN I FINALLY HELD YOU

I KNEW I’D NEVER LET YOU GO

AND WHEN I KISSED YOU FOR THE FIRST TIME

I KNEW FOR CERTAIN

I’D BEEN RIGHT ALL ALONG.

 

ELIZABETH SINGS

 

FIRST TIME I SAW YOU

I GUESS I REALY CAN’T RECALL

THEN WHEN YOU FINALLY HELD ME

THAT MAY HAVE STARTED IT ALL

AND WHEN YOU KISSED ME THAT FIRST TIME

I STARTED THINKING

YOU’D BEEN RIGHT ALL ALONG

 

JACK SINGS

I HAD NO CHANCE BUT I HAD TO TRY

ELIZABETH SIGNS

YOU WERE SO STRANGE AND HOPELESS

JACK SINGS

DESPERATE, I HAD TO MAKE YOU SEE

ELIZABETH SINGS

YOU CERTAINLY WERE PERSISTENT

JACK SINGS

THE SECOND TIME I PULLED YOU INTO MY 

JACK AND ELIZABETH SING

ARMS AND KISSED YOU

FROM THAT MOMENT ON OUR LOVE HAS GROWN STRONGER

 

JACK SINGS

NOW WE’RE TOGETHER

FOREVER COME WHAT MAY

ELIZABETH SINGS

LOVE BEING TOGETHER

AND OUR LOVE WON’T FADE AWAY

JACK AND ELIZABETH SING

NO MATTER WHAT TROUBLES WE MAY FIND

JACK SINGS

WE’LL BE TOGETHER

TILL THE END OF OUR DAYS

ELIZABETH

WE’LL BE TOGETHER

TILL THE END OF OUR DAYS

JACK AND ELIZABETH SING

WE’LL BE TOGETHER

TILL THE END OF OUR DAYS 

Brenda burst into the room

BRENDA

She wears a far less classy but brightly colored and much sexier outfit than Elizabeth.

Are you all ready for this?  

Surprised, Jack and Elizabeth turn to Brenda and the stage goes dark.

ACT ONE– SCENE SIX

Time: June – Seconds later

Place: Washington DC Hotel
Scene: The hallway and a reception room for a fund raising event.

BRENDA

We all look like we’re goin’ to the Cinderella Ball.

JACK

Adjusts his tie once again
Or getting ready for the firing squad. 

He offers his right arm to Elizabeth and his left arm to Brenda and they walk toward the reception area

BRENDA

Just remember that half the people in the room are rootin’ for you and half would slip arsenic in your glass if they thought they could get away with it.

She tugs on Jack’s arm pulling him closer to her and annoying Elizabeth.

ELIZABETH

Oh, that’s a comforting thought. Are you nervous, Brenda? You look very...festive.

She tugs on Jack’s arm pulling him closer to her and shoots a knowing look at Brenda.

BRENDA

Thank you Elizabeth.  But no, I’m not nervous. Not when I’m walking into a room on the arm of the next President of the United States. 

She tugs on Jack’s arm pulling him closer to her.
Especially when the future president is such a handsome man.

ELIZABETH

Oh, I’m glad to hear that you’re not nervous.  I think I would be in your position.

Jack, who is oblivious to the battle between Elizabeth and Brenda, disengages from both women and gently puts a guiding hand on each woman’s back as they move forward.  Then he stretches his neck, still focused on himself & obviously steeling himself for the reception ahead.

BRENDA

You mean because Jack has appointed me his Campaign Manager?

ELIZABETH

Noooo. You told me, I think it was the first time we met, that you had blown your chance of ever having a political career.  Some...uh...indiscretion with a married politician?

BRENDA

Oh, that.  Well, I’ve talked to a lot of people and thank the good Lord I’ve been blessed and forgiven.    I owe it all to you, Jack.  I really do appreciate this opportunity you’ve given me.

The three start to enter the reception room but Elizabeth holds back, gently pushes Jack ahead and then takes Brenda’s arm to hold her back.

ELIZABETH

Just make sure those indiscretions truly are in the past, Brenda.

The reception room is filled with cutouts of guests and Kevin.  
The band plays a few bars of Hail to the Chief and then Kevin speaks
 to the audience while Jack, Elizabeth and Brenda freeze
 as if they too are cutouts.

KEVIN

To the audience

Don’t let the party atmosphere fool you.  And don’t imagine that all these people truly support Jack.  They don’t, but what else can they do?  When it comes right down to it the party faithful will hold their noses and write checks for Jack’s campaign.  The last thing they want is the current president to get reelected.  So, while continuing to hold their noses they will get out and campaign and finally vote for him.  

Oh, Jack is about to speak. 

JACK

Yes, well. Uh-hem, I’m a man of few words


Elizabeth and Kevin share a glance of disbelief

So I’ll get right to the point. 

The guests clap

Jack begins forcefully

I may need to make changes to the Campaign staff but I intend to keep these changes to a minimum if I can.  I will let you know where I stand and I expect you to let me know where you stand.   

Now that he has delivered the message he wants, he becomes uncertain and gruff.
Yes, well, I think everything works better that way.    

More applause

For now, I want to introduce you to my brother, Professor Kevin Quartermaine.  Until a few months ago, Kevin was the Head of the History Department at UC Berkeley.  He has graciously agreed to function as the campaign’s media liaison and I’m glad to have him.


People clap and Kevin bows

In addition, I am proud to announce that Brenda Buckley has agreed to be my Campaign Manager.  You all know Brenda and most of you know what she’s capable of.   

The band plays a drum roll

BRENDA

Thank you General Quartermaine. It’s really an honor to be here tonight with you and all my friends.  Believe it or not, for once I’m almost speechless.  Almost!

BRENDA SINGS EVERYONE’S MY FRIEND

As she sings Elizabeth moves among the cutout people.  
Jack, Elizabeth and Kevin form a group by the drinks table. 

CLOUDS HAVE DRIFTEDAWAY

THAT RAIN’S A MEMORY

IT’S TRUE WHAT THEY ALL SAY

THE TRUTH WILL SET YOU FREE

THAT’S BEHIND ME NOW

THAT’S BEHIND ME NOW

NO MORE GRAY

EVERYONE’S MY FRIEND TODAY

THE BAND SING

EVERYONE’S HER FRIEND TODAY

Brenda stops by a cut out of Paul Smith.  Kevin, takes on the persona of Smith and addresses her.

PAUL SMITH / KEVIN

With a biting tone
I always knew you’d go far, Brenda.  Is Jack a better lover than Old Doolytle?

BRENDA

Jealous?  Too bad Jack doesn’t swing your way. Now go back into that closet you just slithered out of.

BAND SINGS

EVERYONE’S HER FRIEND TODAY

BRENDA SINGS

YOU FORGAVE MY WAYS

WE’RE BACK HAND IN HAND

NOW YOU’RE IN MY WORLD

I’M A HAPPY GIRL

THE FUTURE IS SO BRIGHT

MY FUTURE IS SO BRIGHT

NO MORE GRAY

EVERYONE’S MY FRIEND TODAY

THE BAND SING

EVERYONE’S HER FRIEND TODAY

Brenda stops in front of a cutout of Agnes Boyer.  Kevin, acting as Agnes, speaks to her.

AGNES BOYER / KEVIN

I hope you can talk Jack out of his disastrous plan to pull the troops out of Bleakistan. He can’t be serious.

BRENDA

Oh he’s serious, Agnes.  You’d better dump your oil and ammunitions stock and load up on solar energy.

THE BAND SING

EVERYONE’S HER FRIEND TODAY

As the band sings, Elizabeth passes by a cutout of Harry Horner. Kevin, speaks for Harry and for himself, changing identities as needed.

HARRY HORNER / KEVIN

Stands too close

I know we have not been introduced, but I’ve admired you from afar for quite some time.  Harry Horner, Speaker of the House.

ELIZABETH

Her space invaded, she moves back. 
Oh, Mr. Horny, I’ve certainly heard of you as well.

HARRY HORNER

Moves closer
HorNER.

ELIZABETH

Backs away
HorNER?

KEVIN

Moving in between them, he speaks to the cutout.
Stirring up trouble, Harry?

ELIZABETH

Obviously relieved to see Kevin.

Oh, Kevin. You are a knight in shining armor.  I’m sure you gentlemen will excuse me. I’m simply dying for a drink of water.

Elizabeth backs off and literally bumps into Brenda who is in the process of selecting a glass of wine from the table. She seems to really need a drink.

BRENDA

Spilling the wine on the table, she turns and gives Elizabeth a dirty look.

Ooops!

ELIZABETH

Flustered

Oh, Brenda, I’m so sorry.  I guess I’m thinking in one direction and moving in another.  Here’ let me clean that up.  

She stabs at the spilled wine with a handful of napkins.

Have another drink.

She thrusts a wine glass at Brenda just as Brenda moves forward.  

This time the wine spills down Brenda’s cleavage and on her dress.

BRENDA

Look what you’ve done to my dress!  What are people going to think?

ELIZABETH

Sarcastically

Oh don’t worry,  I’m sure no one is looking at your dress. You made sure of that.

BRENDA

What are you saying?

ELIZABETH

Oh God, I don’t know. I feel like I’ve been dropped in the middle of a slapstick comedy routine and I can’t find the exit.  I’m so sorry.  But here, take this.

Elizabeth removes her white silk stole and wraps it around Brenda, 
covering the wine stain and her cleavage.

We’ll just wrap this around you and...

BRENDA

And I’ll look like a flat chested woman with no clothes sense at all.  

ELIZABETH

Well, without the stole you look like a sloppy drunk with no clothes sense at all.  Which would you prefer?

BRENDA

I can’t believe you said that!  If I didn’t know any better I’d say that you’re trying to pick a fight with me.

ELIZABETH

What a coincidence, if I didn’t know any better I’d think you’re trying to pick up on my husband. 

JACK

Moves over to Brenda and Elizabeth
Is there some trouble here?

BRENDA

Struggling to unwind herself from Elizabeth’s stole.

No, no, of course not.

ELIZABETH
Trouble?  What trouble could there be?

BRENDA

Awkwardly adjusting the stole back in place.

Yes, Elizabeth and I have been having a good ol’ heart-to-heart about fashions. 

ELIZABETH

Yes, it seems that Brenda and I actually share similar tastes. 

Elizabeth takes Jack’s arm possessively 

JACK

But we don’t want to monopolize Brenda’s time when all her friends are anxious to wish her well.  

To Brenda

And Brenda, that stole looks very good on you. 

Smiling, Elizabeth leads Jack into the mingling crowd leaving Brenda on her own
BRENDA SINGS EVERYONE’S MY FRIEND

SO NOW WE CAN AGREE

WHAT’S BEST FOR ALL

IT’S SO EASY TO SEE

PRIDE COMES BEFORE A FALL

THAT’S BEHIND ME NOW
THAT’S BEHIND ME NOW

NO MORE GRAY

EVERYONE’S MY FRIEND TODAY

ALL SING

EVERYONE’S HER FRIEND TODAY

EVERYONE’S HER FRIEND TODAY
ACT ONE – SCENE SEVEN

The Time: A week later

The Place: This scene takes place in a Train Station 

Crowds of people are gathered, carrying flags waiting to see Jack.  

KEVIN

Sitting at a round coffee shop table off to the side.  There is a cup of coffee on the table. He addresses the audience.
I don’t want to sound negative but a two-week train tour?  A train tour might have been fresh thinking in McKinley’s day but I say that if a candidate today wants to talk to the American people, he should get on TV and talk. Besides, the whole ridiculous idea started with Brenda.  That should be enough to make anyone suspicious...even Elizabeth but...oh, don’t pay any attention to me.   I see the circus is about to begin

Jack and Elizabeth appear on the back platform of the train.  The crowd cheers.

JACK

While waving to the crowd with one arm his other arm is around Elizabeth.
Well, I guess I’ll see you in Chicago 
When Elizabeth doesn’t answer and has a concerned look.

What’s that look mean? You’re still planning to fly in to meet me aren’t you?

ELIZABETH

Oh, yes, of course I am.  It’s just that I’m not sure...I mean, all this is going so fast. I mean what if you really are elected president?

JACK

That is the point, precious.

ELIZABETH

I know but my point is...are you prepared?  I mean, what do you know about the economy or health care or...

JACK

Oh, don’t worry about that.  Brenda’s bringing me up to speed on all those issues.  

Brenda arrives and waves to Jack and Elizabeth.

JACK

Glad to see Brenda

Speak of the devil. Here she is.

BRENDA

Brenda arrives and as she walks towards them she stumbles and Jack catches her.  Photographers catch the action. Recovers and smiles at Jack and Elizabeth and then waves are the crowd.

I guess I didn’t see that step.

ELIZABETH


Well, I’d better go.
           She gives Jack a chaste kiss on the cheek and speaks half jokingly to Brenda.
Watch your step Brenda.

They all laugh and as she is walking across the platform toward Kevin with her back to the train, Brenda somehow loses her balance once again and the camera catch the scene that appears to be a loving embrace.  The crowd waves at Jack as Elizabeth joins Kevin.

KEVIN

Stands and pulls out a chair for Elizabeth

Here, I’ll get you a cup of coffee.

ELIZABETH

Sits down

I think I’m going to want something stronger than coffee, Kevin.

KEVIN

Nervously, he turns as if to signal a waiter
JACK SINGS COMIN’ TO YOUR TOWN
As they sing the shake hand and interact with the audience

RAINDROPS ON THE WINDOW

NEXT TOWN COMES TO SIGHT

THIS TRAIN, IT’S MY HOME

AS DAY DIMS INTO NIGHT

ANXIOUS, YES I’M ANXIOUS

THIS IS ALL SO VERY NEW

ANY MINUTE I’LL FACE THEM

AND DO WHAT I’VE COME TO DO

STRIKE UP THAT HOMETOWN BAND

MEET ME AT THE STATION

I’D LIKE TO SHAKE YOUR HAND

AND TALK ABOUT THIS NATION

I’LL BE COMIN’ TO YOUR TOWN.

JACK SINGS

FACES AND MORE FACES

THE VOICES SOUND THE SAME

EVERYBODY SEEMS TO KNOW ME

BUT THEY ONLY KNOW MY NAME

CURIOUS, YES I’M CURIOUS

TO KNOW WHAT’S ON THEIR MIND

THERE’S SO MUCH TO ACCOMPLISH

AND STILL SO LITTLE TIME

STRIKE UP THAT HOMETOWN BAND

MEET ME AT THE STATION

I’D LIKE TO SHAKE YOUR HAND

AND TALK ABOUT THIS NATION

I’LL BE COMIN’ TO YOUR TOWN

 BRENDA SINGS

RAINDROPS ON THE WINDOW

AS DAY DIMS INTO NIGHT

HE REALLY IS A GOOD MAN

HE WANTS TO DO WHAT’S RIGHT

FOOLISH, YES HE’S FOOLISH

BUT I HOPE HIS TIME IS HERE

AND I’LL BE RIGHT BY HIS SIDE

TO SOOTHE HIS DARKEST FEAR

WE DON’T NEED THAT HOMETOWN BAND

AS WE SPEED PAST THE STATION

I’LL TAKE HIM BY THE HAND

LOVE ‘S OUR DESTINATION

I’LL BE TURNIN’ HIM AROUND.

The train begins to move and as Brenda sings the last verse, 
leaves the stage.

ACT ONE – SCENE EIGHT

The Time: Several days after the train tour

The Place: Campaign headquarters / Jack & Elizabeth’s house in BHI

Kevin is in the front of the stage at a podium with several 
reporters in front of him.

KEVIN

General Quartermaine met with his military advisors last night who presented him with a plan for troop withdrawal from Bleakistan.  Jack will study this plan and expects to have an announcement for the American people by next week. Are there any questions?

REPORTER ONE / BRENDA

The D.C. Tattler printed a story this morning, supported by several photos, suggesting that Jack is having an affair with Brenda Buckley.  Do you have any comment on that?

KEVIN

Very snappy
No, I don’t have any comment.  The story is ridiculous and might even be libelous. 

He points to a reporter.

REPORTER TWO / ELIZABETH

Is it true that Jack and Brenda shared the same compartment while on the National Train Tour?

KEVIN

Of course they didn’t. 
           He points to another reporter
Last question.

REPORTER THREE / JACK

How is Mrs. Quartermaine reacting to this story?

KEVIN

Mrs. Quartermaine is ignoring it.  Just what every intelligent American will do.

He gathers his papers and leaves the podium. The reporters leave the stage and Kevin returns to address the audience.

I’m working to quell rumors but the truth is the Train Tour was doomed from the start.  So far Elizabeth has remained cool and calm but, well maybe a little too cool—more like an iceberg where the real danger lies beneath the surface.

Kevin leaves the stage and a curtain is pulled back showing Jack and 
Elizabeth in their living room at the White House.  Elizabeth is pacing in their living room. Jack sits in a chair trying to remain calm.  .  There are stacks of newspapers on the coffee table. 
ELIZABETH

Look at these headlines.  “President Quartermaine asked to take a lie detector regarding his relationship with Brenda Buckley.”  A Lie Detector Test, really!

She throws the newspaper onto the coffee table and grabs another paper.

And the DC Tatler has a photo of the two of you whispering what I suppose are “sweet nothings!” And the headline asks: “How did Jack and Brenda spend their evenings on the infamous National Train Tour?”

JACK

I’m tired of trying to defend myself when you won’t listen to reason.  Now who are you going to believe...me or some muckraking journalist?

ELIZABETH

Who am I supposed to believe?  What is the whole world going to believe?  I mean, everybody’s going to believe that you’re sleeping around with that cheap tart you appointed your Campaign Manager.  

JACK

Points his finger ala Bill Clinton
Elizabeth.  I’ve told you before and I’ll tell you again.  I’m not having an affair and I’m not having sex with that woman.

ELIZABETH

Wow!  Where have we heard that before?  

JACK

Elizabeth.  This isn’t the same.

ELIZABETH SINGS AIN’T NO WAY TO LIE

How is it different, Jack?  You!  Brenda!  All these stories not to mention photos of the two of you!

She snatches up one of the newspapers and holds it up to him.  He takes the paper and backs away from her.  Elizabeth pursues him.
 Cameras don’t lie, Jack. 

I’VE HAD ENOUGH OF YOUR ALIBIS

HALF BAKED TRUTHS YOU CAN’T DENY

HERE’S A SUGGESTION

THAT AIN’T NO WAY TO LIE

Jack turns and starts to walk away from her and heads for the wet bar but Elizabeth gets ahead of him and continues to face him down as she sing.

SO USED TO HAVING YOUR OWN WAY

WITH SCOTCH AND SODA AT THE END OF THE DAY

HERE’S A SUGGESTION

SAY WHAT YOU GOTTA SAY

ALWAYS PLAYIN’ THOSE SAME OLD GAMES
TALKIN’ TRASH AND TAKIN’ DOWN NAMES

I’M HERE TO TELL YOU THAT STARTING TODAY

SWEETHEART THAT’S ALL CHANGED

Jack takes his drink and tries to leave the room but Elizabeth gets in front of him and continues to accuse.

YOU LIE AND CHEAT JUST BECAUSE YOU CAN

IT’S HARD FOR ME TO EVEN UNDERSTAND

HERE’S A SUGGESTION
START ACTIN’ LIKE A MAN

LET’S CUT TO THE CHASE AND PLAY OUR HANDS
BUT YOU’RE SO FAR GONE YOU CAN’T UNDERSTAND

YOU CAN’T GO ON LIKE YESTERDAY

BROTHER THAT’S ALL CHANGED

TOO DAMN SCARED TO EVEN TRY

FACE A WOMAN LIKE ME EYE TO EYE

HERE’S A SUGGESTION,  THAT AIN’T NO WAY
JUST A SUGGESTION, THAT AIN’T NO WAY TOO

MY SUGGESTION, THAT AIN’T NO WAY TO LIE

JACK

Sets his drink down and faces Elizabeth.

I’m going to try to overlook the fact that you just called me a liar.

Now Jack walks toward Elizabeth and she back away.

And I’m going to overlook the fact that you are accusing me of having an affair with Brenda based on a photograph that was taken right in front of you. 

He tosses the paper at her

 But this is really all about you, isn’t it?  It’s not about my efforts to win the election.  It’s not about me having to deal with a shit load of media reporters.  No, it’s all about how YOU are perceived in your shallow little world.  

ELIZABETH

Elizabeth holds her ground.

This isn’t about me, Jack.

JACK

I don’t think you care so much about what really happened between Brenda and me as much as you care about how it makes you look.

ELIZABETH

Poor misunderstood Jack. Well you need to understand that when you are running for president everything you do is scrutinized, analyzed and publicized.  And, I don’t buy your “I’m innocent and unaware” plea.  You went on a two-week trip with a woman who is blatant and aboveboard about her intentions.  I mean, what did you expect?

JACK

I guess I expected a degree of trust and loyalty from you that I just don’t see anymore. We both know what Brenda is like but I thought you knew me.  I thought we knew each other but...

JACK SINGS ELIZABETH

As he starts his song, Elizabeth stands with her arms folded across her chest.

MAYBE WE’VE COME, JUST AS FAR AS WE CAN COME

I REACH OUT FOR YOU AND MY HAND TURNS NUMB

I DON’T KNOW WHAT’S WRONG OR RIGHT

I CAN’T TELL IF IT’S DAY OR NIGHT

I ONLY WANT WHAT’S BEST FOR YOU ELIZABETH.

Elizabeth begins to relent.  Her arms unfold and she straightens her clothes but her expression is still angry.  

WE TALK AND WE TALK, UNWILLING TO COMPROMISE

I CHANGE MY MIND, WHEN I LOOK INTO YOUR EYES

I DON’T KNOW WHAT’S WRONG OR RIGHT

I CAN’T TELL IF IT’S DAY OR NIGHT

I ONLY WANT WHAT’S BEST FOR YOU ELIZABETH

Jack moves closer to her and she does not move away.

I DON’T KNOW IF IT’S WRONG OR RIGHT

I CAN’T TELL IF IT’S DAY OR NIGHT

I ONLY WANT WHAT’S BEST FOR YOU ELIZABETH

Elizabeth’s expression has softened and she moves toward Jack as the song ends.

 
ACT ONE – SCENE NINE

The Time:  Several days later.

The Place: A town hall meeting.

Kevin appears on stage goes to a podium and addresses the audience.  

KEVIN

Sarcastically and growing heated

It is official now. Rush Limbaugh has dubbed the Campaign Tour as  “The Tunnel of Lust”... and the media has gone wild with speculation.  Did the Jack and his Campaign Manager fool around on the train?  Will Elizabeth Quartermaine stand by her man?  Should Jack Quartermaine back out of the race?

He tosses his hands and takes it down a notch but quickly builds  

Well, if the media and the rest of the country would pay this much attention to their elected officials...in their official capacity...the world...or at least our country would be a better place.  But nooo, congress raises taxes on the middle class in order to subsidize the oil industry and is anyone up in arms about it?  No!  Apparently no one even knows.  But...Let some high-powered oil lobbyist get caught providing prostitutes for members of congress and all hell breaks loose.  That’s what America cares about.  LUST!  

Calming himself down

And now, I see the Jack, Elizabeth and Brenda Buckley are ready to take part in this Town Hall Meeting. 

The stage goes dark.  A single light shines on Brenda

BRENDA SINGS VICTIM OF LUST

SOME PEOPLE SAY I’M AN UNREPENTANT SINNER

BOUND FOR HELL WHEN THE JUDGMENT COMES DOWN

THERE’S LOTS OF LOSERS, ONLY ONE WINNER

YOU CAN TAKE ANYTHING AND TURN IT AROUND

I’M JUST A VICTIM OF LUST

VICTIM OF LUST

WHO CAN YOU TRUST?

VICTIM OF LUST

JUDGE IF YOU MUST

ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN ARE VICTIMS OF LUST

A single light focuses on Elizabeth

ELIZABETH SINGS

CAST YOUR STONE, THOSE WITHOUT SIN

WHO IN THIS ROOM HASN’T FELT THEY’RE FALLIN’

TEMPTATION’S PRESENT, IT’S EASY TO GIVE IN

POWER, LOVE AND MONEY WE’VE ALL HEARD IT CALLIN’

I’M JUST A VICTIM OF LUST

VICTIM OF LUST

WHO CAN YOU TRUST?

VICTIM OF LUST

JUDGE IF YOU MUST

ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN ARE VICTIMS OF LUST

A Third light goes on, focusing on Jack so now we have three lights in triad.  As Jack sings they all move together.

JACK SINGS

WE’RE ALL DRIVEN BY SOMETHING WE CAN’T EXPLAIN

IT MAY BE ANGER, IT MAY BE GREED

SOMETIMES WE’RE ABEL, SOMETIMES WE’RE CAIN

BUT IN THE END WE’RE ALL THE SAME


Kevin joins in


WE’RE JUST VICTIMS OF LUST

VICTIMS OF LUST

WHO CAN WE TRUST?

VICTIMS OF LUST

JUDGE IF YOU MUST

ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN 
ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN 
ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN 
ARE VICTIMS OF LUST

END OF ACT ONE 

ACT TWO – SCENE ONE

The Time: April – A few weeks later 

The Place: Campaign headquarters.

The Scene:  Jack is sitting behind his desk.  Kevin is standing off to the side

Brenda enters

JACK

What have you got for me today?

BRENDA

Hands Jack some papers

News could be better.   These poll numbers are not comforting.

JACK

Let me see.

Jack and Brenda with concerned expressions freeze as 
Kevin turns and addresses the audience

KEVIN

Hah!  Considering what we’ve all been through, it’s amazing that the numbers are as close as they are.  If you remember, it started when Devon Crook was indicted for campaign finance fraud.  The poll numbers took a dive.  Then Jack joined the Doolytle ticket.  The poll numbers soared.  Down again when Willy Doolytle died and sinking further after that disastrous train trip...you know, the one Rush Limbaugh called the Tunnel of Lust?   

And what to do about it?  Well, the media is tireless when it comes to reporting poll results and giving superfluous advice.

Voices from the dark can be heard giving advice.  Jack, Brenda and Kevin listen.

MEDIA VOICE ONE

The hard line Jack Quartermaine’s been taking on troop withdrawal is hurting him with the men’s vote.

MEDIA VOICE TWO

But if he backs down on that, he will lose the women’s vote.

MEDIA VOICE THREE

His numbers are down there too. The USA Today Poll shows Jack is down 7 points from a month ago.  We attribute that to the suggestions that he and Brenda Buckley were having an affair.

MEDIA VOICE ONE

The American people wonder why Jack hasn’t selected his vice president.  Why is he holding back?

MEDIA VOICE TWO

The Sierra Club announced that if Jack supports a ban on drilling in Alaska, he’ll get their endorsement.

JACK

I do oppose drilling.

MEDIA VOICE THREE

If I were advising him, I’d hedge on that one.  The polls show the American people believe that drilling in Alaska will lower the prices at the pump.

JACK

That’s ridiculous!

BRENDA

True, but we can’t afford to go against public opinion.  

MEDIA VOICE TWO

Remember the youth vote is not in favor of drilling.

BRENDA

Yeah but youth never votes.  They threaten but it never really happens. 

JACK

All right.  There are plenty of reasons why we’re down in the polls, but what are we going to do about it?

KEVIN

You could select your vice president.  That might help.

BRENDA

What about that lobbyist, Ricardo Corona?

JACK

What about him?

BRENDA

Remember he said he could guarantee the election if you will agree to bombing Bananastan as soon as you’re elected.

JACK

I’m not going to agree to that.

BRENDA

It wouldn’t hurt to listen to what the man has to say.  He thinks going to war against Bananastan will effectively end all wars in the area and actually lead to world peace.

JACK

I can’t believe I’m hearing this.  The only reason why I agreed to run for president was to end this war in Bleakistan, not to start another one in Bananastan.   

BRENDA

Well Jack, this is politics.  If you want to win, we’ve got to do something to reverse these numbers or....

JACK

OK, let’s start with selecting a vice president.

BRENDA

Fine, who is it going to be?

JACK

I can’t think of anyone better than you, Brenda.  Are you ready for it?

Jack and Brenda freeze at this point

MEDIA VOICE TWO

Jack should choose a vice president who’s strong on domestic policies to counterbalance his own military national security credentials.

MEDIA VOICE ONE

The feminist Gloria Graham is urging Jack to consider Brenda Buckley as his veep choice.

Brenda readjusts her hairstyle to make herself look more professional.  
Jack remains frozen

MEDIA VOICE THREE

Ms. Buckley’s most outstanding quality appears to be her cleavage.  She’s simply not presidential material.

Brenda pulls her jacket’s lapel across which covers her cleavage.

MEDIA VOICE TWO

The American people are not ready for a female vice president who looks and dresses like a sex symbol.  Jack needs a vice president with real credentials...Harry Horner could fit the bill.

Brenda tugs on her skirt and pulls it down so it is below the knee.

MEDIA VOICE ONE

It’s not that Ms. Buckley isn’t intelligent. She’s very intelligent.  She just doesn’t look the part.

Brenda whips out a pair of horned rimmed glasses and puts them on.

BRENDA

I’m Ready!

JACK

Takes her hand and raises both arms 
Nothing can stop us now!

JACK SINGS RUNAWAY TRAIN

HEADIN UPGRADE, HEAR MY ENGINE ROAR

YES, I’M HEADING UPGRADE, YOU CAN HEAR MY ENGINE ROAR

BEST BE CAREFUL MAMA, THIS TRAIN AIN’T BROKE NO MORE

I WAS A SLIPPIN’ & SLIDING, SIDETRACKED FROM THE MAIN

SLIPPIN’ & SLIDING, SIDE TRADKED FROM THE MAIN

THAT’S ALL BEHIND ME NOW MANA, I’M HEADING BACK ON MY TRAIN

IF YOU HEAR ME COMING, BEST YOU STEP ASIDE

IF YOU HEAR ME COMING, BEST YOU STEP ASIDE

I’M JUST A RUN AWAY TRAIN MAMA, TAKE YOU FOR A RIDE

HEADING UPGRADE, HEAR MY ENGINE ROAR

YES I’M HEADING UPGRADE, YOU CAN HEAR MY ENGINE ROAR

I’M JUST A RUNAWAY TRAIN MAMA, TAKE YOU BACK FOR MORE

ACT TWO – SCENE TWO

The Time: Two days later

The Place: The scene takes place at Jack and Elizabeth’s summer home on Baldhead Island

Kevin helps Elizabeth carry packages as they enter. 

ELIZABETH

But Kevin, I’m always right about these things.  Remember a long time ago I told you that Princess Alexandra was dying to meet you?  And...?

KEVIN

It appears that she was.

ELIZABETH

And since then the two of you have ...uh...dated several times, right?

KEVIN

It appears that we have.

ELIZABETH

Why are you so evasive?  I can’t get a straight answer out of either one of you?

KEVIN

Appalled
Either one of us?  You’ve spoken with Princess Alexandra?

ELIZABETH

You and Jack.  I hardly know him anymore. 

KEVIN

Sympathetically

Oh, Elizabeth.

ELIZABETH

He didn’t tell me he chose Brenda as his vice president.  I learned that on the news.  And now...now I’m not even sure he’s the same man.  He’s talking some kind of nonsense that going to war with Bananastan could solve the problem. And I...

She fights back tears.

KEVIN

He puts his arms around her

Oh, Elizabeth....

ELIZABETH

Right from the beginning I had a sense that this would destroy him....destroy us...and now...

Kevin kisses her on the lips.  Elizabeth reacts like she is in shock with her arms out to her side.  Kevin breaks away just as Jack enters.  Kevin and Elizabeth are both shocked.

JACK

Having missed the kiss
Did you have a good time shopping?

KEVIN

Frightened and confused
Jack, I...Elizabeth and I...

ELIZABETH

Shopping?  Shopping was great.  Jack....

JACK

Hold on a sec.  I’ve got a surprise for the two of you.

He leaves the room

KEVIN

Checking out the Corn Plant that is much taller and healthier looking.  He feels very awkward and embarrassed.

Elizabeth, you’ve done a wonderful job with this plant.  Unless....

ELIZABETH

Surprised

No, it’s the same one.  I guess these plants really do thrive on neglect.   About what just happened.

KEVIN

I am so sorry....I....



ELIZABETH

Is that why you never...I mean, I keep trying to find you a wife and you...

KEVIN

I don’t know what came over me.  I should never have...

JACK

Hands papers to Kevin and Elizabeth and looks very pleased.

Just came in.  What do you think of those poll numbers?  Kevin, let me get you a drink. 

KEVIN

No, no.  I’ve really got to run. Jack, I’ll be on my boat all evening if you need me for any reason.

Kevin leaves.

ELIZABETH

Points to the intimate table for two

Did you arrange all of this?

JACK

(Nods)  Did you have a good time shopping, my love?

ELIZABETH

Pleased and flattered.

You already asked me that. I had a wonderful time, dear. But it seems that while I was shopping you were plotting. I never know what’s going on with you anymore.

JACK

Elizabeth, sweetheart, why are you so suspicious?  Maybe I just wanted to arrange a romantic evening with the idea that it might lead to a...more romantic evening.  

ELIZABETH

Hmmm, you’ve become so devious lately. I’m sure you’re happy about the good poll numbers but...

JACK


But what?

ELIZABETH

I mean, I think it would be better for us...for you...well for me if you don’t win the election.  

JACK

What a thing to say!   This isn’t about Brenda is it?  Is this because I’ve selected Brenda to be my vice president?  

ELIZABETH

Sadly

Jack, I’m so confused...I don’t know what’s happening to you...to me...to us.   

ELIZABETH SINGS AT THE TIME IT WAS TRUE

WHEN I TOLD YOU THAT I’D WAIT FOREVER

IT SEEMED LIKE SOMETHING I COULD DO

BUT I’VE BEEN WAITING HALF A LIFETIME

I FEAR MY PATIENCE IS THROUGH

I NEED SOMEONE I CAN HOLD TO

I NEED SOMEONE LIKE YOU

WHEN I TOLD YOU I WOULD WAIT FOREVER

AT THE TIME IT WAS TRUE

WELL I’VE CRIED FOR YOU BEFORE NOW

BUT I WON’T CRY FOR YOU AGAIN

IF YOU LOVE ME YOU WON’T LEAVE ME

AND IF YOU LEAVE OUR LOVE WILL END.

I NEED SOMEONE I CAN HOLD TO

I NEED SOMEONE LIKE YOU

WHEN I TOLD YOU I WOULD WAIT FOREVER

AT THE TIME IT WAS TRUE.

AT THE TIME IT WAS TRUE.

When her song ends, she looks at Jack for a moment and starts to gather up her 

coat and purse.

JACK

Elizabeth, wait!

Elizabeth stops and turns to him but she’s not happy.
At least hear me out.  You know I truly believed that we had gotten beyond all that foolishness about Brenda and me.  Maybe you don’t want me to run for President for a lot of reasons but Brenda shouldn’t be an issue at all.  

Elizabeth seems to think for a moment but then begins to gather up her things

Listen, sweetheart.

Elizabeth leaves

ACT TWO – SCENE THREE
Time: October, close to the election.
Scene: The stage is divided with a stool in each half.  Jack sits on a stool looking thoughtful.  Elizabeth sits on the other stool looking wistful.
The phone rings and Elizabeth starts to reach for the phone but stops herself.

VOICE MAIL

Sorry we missed you.  Leave a message and we’ll get back.

JACK

Speaks into his cell
Elizabeth we’ve got to talk.  This is ridiculous. Are you ever going to return my phone calls?  Love you, bye.



JACK SINGS DEVIL IN THE DARKNESS

I SOMETIMES LIKE THE DARKNESS

WHEN IT LETS ME HAVE MY WAY

LYING IN THE DARKNESS

DREAMIN’ OF BETTER DAYS

WAITIN’ ON FORGIVENESS

NEVER COMES MY WAY

Lights fade on Stage Right and focus on Stage Left where Elizabeth Sings 

CAN I TRUST YOU

I HEAR THE LONGING IN YOUR VOICE

I FEEL THE ACHING IN MY HEART

I’M SO TEMPTED TO FALL BACK 
INTO YOUR ARMS

BUT SOMETHING STOPS ME FROM GOING

TO WHERE I’VE ALWAYS BEEN
CAN I TRUST YOU?

Lights switch back to Stage Right where Jack sings:

I SHOULD NOT TRUST THE DARKNESS

IT’S FULL OF LIES AND DECEIT

BUT LYING IN THE DARKNESS

SOMETIMES I FIND RELIEF

WHEN YOU’RE WAITIN’ ON FORGIVENESS

DARKNESS SEEMS COMPLETE

Lights fade on Stage Right and focus on Stage Left where Elizabeth Sings 

I COULD RETURN TO PLAY THE ROLE

THE WOUNDED WIFE WITH A BROKEN HEART

FOR I AM TROUBLED
BY THE FEAR OF BEING ALONE

SOMETHING STOPS ME FROM RETURNING

TO A LIFE THAT’S SO CHANGED 

SHOULD I TRUST YOU? 

Lights on both sides of the stage where Jack and Elizabeth both sing: 

THIS IS NOT THE DREAM I WANTED
AFTER ALL THESE YEARS HAVE GONE BY 
BUT EVERY DAY I GET STRONGER
AND I CAN MAKE IT ON MY OWN

Jack sings:

THERE’S A DEVIL IN THE DARKNESS

MAKES ME LOSE MY WAY

LYING IN THE DARKNESS

DREADING THE COLD, CLEAR LIGHT OF DAY
WAITIN’ ON FOREGIVENESS

THAT NEVER COMES MY WAY

Jack& Elizabeth sing:

WAITIN’ ON FOREGIVENESS

THAT NEVER COMES MY WAY

ACT TWO – SCENE FOUR

The Time: January after Jack has taken the oval office

The Place: The Oval Office
KEVIN

Enters the Oval Office
Press Secretary Quartermaine, sir, reporting for press briefing.  

JACK

Teasingly

Finally showing me the respect due to my position and authority.  Is the world coming to an end or are you simply having a little fun?

KEVIN

Responds in same teasing mode

I don’t think the world is ending today, sir.  But you seem very cheerful.  Anything I should know about and dutifully report to the media?

JACK

The media, hmm.  I have news that will keep the media nattering on for years.   Sit down, Kevin.  

KEVIN

Nattering on?  That sounds like something I might say but...but you...you would normally say something like...

JACK

Interrupts 
Maybe I’m older now and a bit wiser. I certainly know things...things I never imagined.

KEVIN

Nervous and guilty
Know things?   Well I can explain....

JACK

No need to explain, Kevin.  You’re always protecting Elizabeth but I’ve heard about her going around with George Clooney.

KEVIN

Relieved and taken aback

George Clooney?  George Clooney?  She went out to dinner with him but...I wouldn’t call that...

JACK

Never mind.  That’s not what I want to talk about.

KEVIN

Nervous again

OK

JACK

You know I’ve been meeting with the leaders of Bleakistan and Bananastan.

KEVIN

I know. Horny Harry claims you’re just inviting another terrorist attack and the media replays his remarks every 25 minutes. 

JACK

I know.  I know.  And that’s why what I have to tell you is so sweet and why it will keep the media blathering on for weeks, months, even years to come.  

KEVIN

Correcting him

Nattering on.

JACK

Nattering?

KEVIN

I think you said earlier the press would be nattering on but later you said....

JACK

For God’s sake, Kevin!

KEVIN

Oh never mind.  I think you’re enjoying this.

JACK

You bet your sweet ass I am.  I just brokered a multilateral agreement among all those countries to end the hostilities.  We can begin troop withdrawal as soon as Congress ratifies the Agreement.

KEVIN

Stands up
What?  

JACK

Sit down, Kevin.  There’s more

KEVIN

Sits down

More?  What more could there be?

JACK

This is really going to blow your mind.

KEVIN

Well?

JACK

I’m going to resign.

KEVIN

Resign?  Resign what?

JACK

The presidency.  I’m going to announce the end of hostilities and then I’m going to resign.

KEVIN

You can’t do that!

JACK

Why not?  I’ve accomplished my goal.  As an earlier president once said, Mission Accomplished.  End of story, Kevin.  I can go home now.  What’s wrong with that? 

KEVIN

Well...for one thing it will mean Brenda becomes the president.

JACK

So?

KEVIN

Well...well...she’s a woman!

JACK

Oh, excuse me, I think you sexism is showing.

KEVIN

Be serious Jack. 

JACK

I am serious. Brenda is an intelligent and politically astute woman.  She has the perfect attributes for being president.

KEVIN

But the media...

JACK

You know the best part is that the media has no clue.  This will come as a complete and total shock to every one of them.  

KEVIN

And Brenda?  What does she...

Brenda enters

BRENDA

You two handsome men talkin’ about me?

JACK

I was just telling Kevin about our plans.

KEVIN

You mean you’re just going to walk away from all this?

JACK

Kevin, once the country gets to know the real Brenda they’ll all see that she is the better choice.  Yes, they elected me president and as president, I’m making the best decision I can make for our country.  

JACK SINGS ROLLIN’ OUT OF THIS TOWN

I MUST ADMIT TO NO REGRETS

AND I LEAVE BEHIND NO BACKROOM DEBTS

NOTHING VENTURED, NOTHING GAINED

BUT I’M SO GLAD TO BOARD THIS TRAIN

ROLLIN’ ROLLIN’ OUT OF THIS TOWN

LISTEN TO THE RAILS, HOW I LOVE THAT SOUND

TAKE ME HOME, PUT MY FEET ON THE GROUND

ROLLIN’ ROLLIN’ OUT OF THIS TOWN

ALL THIS HAS MADE ME A BETTER MAN

AND I’M NOT SAD IT HAS TO END

I GAVE IT MY BEST AND I DID NOT FAIL

NOW I’M JUST ROCKIN’ TO THE RHYTHM OF THE RAILS

ROLLIN’ ROLLIN’ OUT OF THIS TOWN

LISTEN TO THE RAILS, HOW I LOVE THAT SOUND

TAKE ME HOME, PUT MY FEET ON THE GROUND

ROLLIN’ ROLLIN’ OUT OF THIS TOWN

BRENDA SINGS

I’M LOOKIN’ FORWARD TO THIS CHANCE

TO MOVE AHEAD WITHOUT A BACKWARD GLANCE

NOTHING VENTURED, NOTHING GAINED

AND I’M SO READY TO BE BOARDIN’ THIS TRAIN

ROLLIN’ ROLLIN’ INTO THIS TOWN

LISTEN TO THE RAILS, HOW I LOVE THAT SOUND

TAKE ME HOME, PUT MY FEET ON THE GROUND

ROLLIN’ ROLLIN’ INTO THIS TOWN

ACT TWO – SCENE FIVE

The Time: Several days after Jack’s resignation

The Place: The front porch of Jack & Elizabeth’s home on Bald Head Island. 

Kevin is sitting on the porch reading a newspaper when the scene opens; he stands and addresses the audience.

KEVIN

The American people have yet to see the “Real Brenda.”  How could they when all the media focuses on reports that she hasn’t seen the inside of a church in 15 years?   Horny Harry is trying to stir up reasons for impeachment. On religious grounds, I presume but then again it might be her decision to revisit the Equal Rights Amendment.  That’s got some politicians worried.

And, on the home front, Jack and Elizabeth have been in communication but...

Sees Jack dragging the corn plant out to the porch and he turns to help him.

Here let me help.  Is this Elizabeth’s corn plant?

JACK

One of them.

They drag the plant to a spot near the door.

Between the two of us we kept replacing dead plants with healthy ones.

KEVIN

You knew?  

JACK

Of course I knew.  But then this one.  This is a survivor.  Neither one of us could kill it. Now, it’s too big for inside.

KEVIN

But uh, where is Elizabeth?  She’s not here?

He looks around but doesn’t see her.

JACK

I left a message.

He looks at his watch
Maybe she didn’t get it.

KEVIN

I hate to leave you alone but if I’m going to meet Princess Alexandra back in DC, I’d better not miss my plane. 

JACK

You’ve been meeting with her a lot.  Is it possible that she’s the one?  You know I always figured some woman broke your heart years ago and ever since then you’ve...

KEVIN

Interrupts and is Somewhat huffy.

Why don’t you leave the matchmaker role for Elizabeth?  But if you must know, we’re talking about writing a book together. And, no, I wouldn’t read anything into it.

JACK

Touchy, touchy.

KEVIN

He starts to leave but turns back.

I could call Elizabeth...she might...

JACK

Go! Get outta here, Kevin or you’ll miss your plane. I’m a big boy now and I guess I can survive without Elizabeth if I have to.   Go on!  We’ll talk on Monday.

Kevin leaves the stage and Jack begins to sing, Be Careful What You Dream.  After the first verse, the door to the house opens and Elizabeth comes out on the porch to sing with him

JACK SINGS BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU DREAM

FRONT PORCH SWING ON A SUMMER’S NIGHT

BREEZE OFF OF THE OCEAN

WHY DID I EVER THINK ABOUT LEAVING

BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU DREAM

SOMETIMES THEY COME TRUE

BEST THING THAT EVER HAPPENED TO ME

WAS LOSING YOU

I WAS SEDUCED AND ABANDONED

BUT I ENDED UP 

BACK HERE WHERE I BELONG

CHILDREN’S LAUGHTER DOWN THE STREET

SLOWS THE WORLD IN MOTION

WHY DID I EVER THINK ABOUT LEAVING

BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU DREAM

SOMETIMES THEY COME TRUE

BEST THING THAT EVER HAPPENED TO ME

WAS LOSING YOU
Elizabeth enters from the house and joins Jack in the song.  He looks up at her.  She joins him on the porch swing and they continue to sing together

ELIZABETH SINGS

I WAS SEDUCED AND ABANDONED

BUT I ENDED UP 

BACK HERE WHERE I BELONG

ELIZABETH

So, are we going to Europe?

JACK

You bet we are.


ELIZABETH AND JACK SING

FRONT PORCH SWING ON A SUMMER’S NIGHT

BREEZE OFF OF THE OCEAN

WHY DID I EVER THINK ABOUT LEAVING

BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU DREAM

SOMETIMES THEY COME TRUE

BEST THING THAT EVER HAPPENED TO ME

WAS LOSING YOU

BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU DREAM (ELIZABETH)
BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU DREAM (JACK)

SOMETIMES THEY COME TRUE (ELIZABETH)
SOMETIMES THEY COME TRUE (JACK)

BEST THING THAT EVER HAPPENED TO ME (BOTH)

WAS FINDING YOU


END OF PLAY

